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Healthy sculpture
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VISUAL ARTS

Focus on Sculpture 2002

Where: Axia Modem Ar, 1010
High &, Armadale

Until: June 7

Jennifer Goodman,
Chromatic Progressions

Where: John Buckley Fine Art,
114 Bandigo St. Prahran

Until: June 7

Reviewer: Jaff Makin
CULPTURE always plays
the heavy in the art game.

S Unlike paintings. you have

to: move. aside, walk around or
physically confront sculptures.

Intellectually, as ideas travel,
sculpture runs slower than painting
becanse it takes longer to make.

But because of the material used
in its fabrication, it often outlasis
painting and remains the more
visible measure of a culfure.

Axia, which uses sculplure in
caorporate  locations around  Aus-
tralia, have cursted a small survey
by some of our best sculpors.

Etfigy: brooding Eagle 2002

Az a survey exhibilion it ranges
acrods A number of styles and
materials, figurative o abstract, in
bronze, wood and marble.

And, at first glance, it suggests
the discipline is in a healthy state of
creative diversity.

Leading the field is the bronze
and wood brooding eagle by Bruce
Armstrong. Like a leftover effigy of

an. ancient civilisation, it eyes you
as you walk in the door, its minimal
beak and fensed wings a master-
piece of understatement.

To the left are wonderfully
malleable wall pieces by Geoff
Bartlett; in front, a pair of dog-
headed dancers, one in a i, by
Anne Ross; and a succinet architec-
tural parody by Peter D. Cole.

Dean Bowen has created vet
another Lady with Flowers from
Middle Earth. In bronze. she is
rolled flat and hammered short.

Other artists in this survey in-
clude Alun  Leach-Jones, Erwin
Fabian, Richard Whiteley, Peter
Blizzard and Michael Le Grand.

ENNIFER  Goodman's  cool,

precize, abstracts at John Buck-
leys gallery are impressive perform-
ances,

Beautifully painted, flat, squares
and rectangles are used as a
structure to explore the psychologi-
cal value of colours. Brushed
vialets, sunset yellows and som-
nambulant greens register a melan-
cholic key.

Goodman is @ lyricist, and has
turned down the volume om what
was a very Joud 20th-century
development.




