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Jennifer Goodman
Form, shape and colour
in conversation

Stepping into artist Jennifer Goodman®s
recenily built studio in Melbourne was like
entering another world.

The spachoustess, the white walls
and reflective pale grey floor created an
ambience in which | experienced a floating
sensalion .. it was quite beawtifal and
SETEnE,

1t"s po surprise that fine an is created here
by this full time artist who says she spends
moat days and many late nights in this space,

Tubes of paint loy on a tble in
diseaplined rows beside a wall size eascl.
Nearby siood three tall irofleys stacked with
small bowls contrining remanants of mived
cobmur,

I moed order while 1'm working. | want |
o knvow exactly where 1o find a colour when
I meed it |

Simoe | only use mixed colours, the bowls |
become a reference of what | have used, o |
history of my wark™,

The inter relationship of cobear, tooe and |
shape are the essence of Jennifer's current |
large abstract canvasses.

I see them ad compositions of vared vertical and

Eoomielnic conversalion.

Farrmatted by Damsel Dorall tor John Buckley Gallery

“Frobebly for the last ten years it has boen flat forms of
herizontal columns of colour woven in o balanced  but | colour that have been my foous,

“My new studio has albowed me to work on much lager

Someane elie has compared them to the hanmony ad | canvasses and ['ve also observed ihe colours | mix are
counterpamnd of classical music, so [ thought | should ask | becoming wammner .

Jennifer for her explamation.

“Ciolbour is very important. Tone is imponant mainly o
position the shapes where [ would like them to be. 1 like 1o
e strong colours that have a subtle relationship between
them £0 they it restfully 1ogether.,

1 do understand about colour theory mnd I know at ance
if a cobour is wrong, like a discord in o piece of music but 1
suppase 1L's imbuition really.” Amazingly Jennifer paints the
shapes freehand, no masking tapes for her.

*The resalt ks more "organic’ — it doesn"t matter if it's
ot perfectly straight, it's more natural. *

She hasn't always worked this way. She explained that
akihough evalution of her sbatraction had been pradual, she
bl reached a stage where she felt comiortable and boved
what she wag doing. From kindergnrten, everyone knew
Jenniler was destingd fo be an artis,

“1 remember being the one called on to draw things,
50 | guess | was aware | hod some talent and in primary
school | once won an an competition jodped by Sir William
Dargie. [ was also forunate the schoo I aitemnded valued and
encouraged an a5 a subject, equipping me for funher study
in Fine An at RMIT .

“Owver the last sin years, | have experimented with
collage. The paper colours available are in stronger tones
than | would normally mix and | have been pushed beyond
my combon zone.

“Hometimes if 1 paticulnrly like a collage I will do a
painting creating those colours.”

Jernifer has had four soles exhibitions, 2002, 2004,
2006 andd HW0E at John Buckley Gallery, now located in
Richmond, as well as exhibiting in many group shows,

She has won The City of Darebin, Latrobe University
Acquisitive An Prize in 2007 and has been shart listed for
other awanls

Her work w5 in private and corpomie collections across
Australin but you can see it now by going on line to visit the
gallery nt worsr jolmbackleygallery.com.an

As | was leaving the studio, we walked through their
bemutifully manicured garden, where | admired & row of

| orchids about to burst from their spikes,

Wondering what this very disciplined artist did for
relaxaltion | suggesied it might be gardening.

“Wa, but | do love my garden |

Rather, her relaxation is enjoying their Lome house

Alter gome lime drawing and painting from the fgure | with her husband Greg and two adult children, Lawren and
she became aware thet bher pamtings were becoming | Addrian and naturally visiting gallerics and exhibitions.

mecrezsingly abstract,

“The subject was not that crucial 10 me. | was more |

imterested im the flat forms of colour within ihe figures,

Ah yes yet another light umsder a bushe] af Lorne,
= Cynthia Wynhoven
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