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HE mew lohn Buockley

Ciallery Kas several things

& commwon with the new
Scon Livesey Gallery, reviewed
W weeks ago

Hath are n timely upgradiag of
exhibition facilities the beam an
oplimiam for the fulee of the
Melboume ar maket,

You enter both throagh sl
anse-rooms that open into larger
high-ceilinged.  white-walled,
well-lit interiarns,

With the Bockley #°s 8 mixoare
of maturz] and  halogen  wall-
washing lights that &fTuse mther
then spetlight the paintings

The resuli is a  Functionsl
neutral space well suited o the
linplay of two- and three-
mensannal works, Somewhere
ta it while conigmplating the an
is the only thing missing

Buckley began as an artist, At
RMIT i the carly 19608 he wat
an outsinnding seaderi

He compleied an MA in
Canaia and himed (o tzaching and
cwrating exhihitions and callec-
ticns im public gafleries

In the 19T0x, &8 direccor of the
Imsttiite of Modern Ari. Brighane,
the mousiedl mapor survey exhibe.
ticm by Sidney MNolan, Fred
Willisms and Archur Bowd

He bocame the {oundation
direcpor of Mefbourne's Austral-
ien Centre for Consempomry Ar
m 198483 and bought many
overseas  mnlists 1o Ausarslis,
inchiding Carl Andre, Michas|
Craig-Martim, Willzam T. Wiley,
and later, Keith Haring. Bockley
them worked 38 a froelance an
copszltant in e privide sector,

In 195€ he opened his fira

commercial gallery nf 114
Bendigo St. Prahran
Former  Mational Gallery of

Australin divector Betty Churcher,
i her opeming address af the new
gallery, described him as *“having
en exiellent eye”'. ax someone
with o mstory for *‘anticipating
wrends and dentifying preat an”™
Troe

His opening exhibition.
Smapshol, is exactly that There (s
somithing by each artist Buckley

And n full exhibition 1o same: Su Bakars work Rad Cover,

High praise:

Batty Churchar
and John Buckiay at the gaBery.

represents.  inclading  Geoll
Barilest, Bruce Armstrong, Jenni-
fer Goodman, Jeremy Kibel,
Cisreth Sansom and Su Baker
{who has il sexy eahibstion),

Bartletl is noted for his many
public sculptures om spme of the
1owm's best onntemporary . archi
wecture; Sansom s known as an
ageimp eafim rerrible i several
recemt surveys of his paiming,
and Armsirong {8 noted for Bds
tolemic hig bird a2 Docklands,

Each ks well represented,
particalanty Hardetl witk his hefiy
oblesis of wood, copper and
found materials

Ouistending among - the paini-
imgs are fwo pendive, absirct,
rectimear 'designs by Goodmen
The meanimg is im the codour key
theat coudd have been painted by
Clsude Debunsy.
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Wide vision: the inaugural exhibition at John Buckley Gallery in Richmond.

It Jxsodt amd philosophical, and
Im her larger work. appeopriately
mled Hap readhes & cliromatic
climan with & cemtral rectangle of
mellow yelkow

NVESTIGATIONS of  coloor

contimee “with the  dareling
optical exercise by Mark Galsa —
it is sartlingly discondant in s
non-figurative  associations,
archisectonic 1m s foem

By compamivon, the - Haler
ook « livle drub. i is deessadd (n
what Jooks e army surplis olive
green with & centralised, jomally
modelled volametric form placed
agaissl a poured, bet-ran Litice of
dnbbles. 11’ o prescyptive péece,
reflecting the pactorinl manners of
an @t school project, and there-
fore academsic.

The Type' C pholograph by
Simon Strong combined socis]
commentary {urban decay
reclaimed By primeval fores)
with the lurid chersleal paletie of
colour pholigraphy

Hanging alongside, iv & beats-
ful pink  mesantaime-in-the-mist
(very Chinese) allegory by Chris-
tian Lok

In the end, what this new space
Tepresents is b cunlimp-edpe venae,
& [arger space amplifying what
John© Buckley has  become
rencwned for — as Beity Charch-
er so aplly. pat it “ldeniifying
whn's hot amd what"s whai'"




